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KIRSTEN,THE QUIET MAN
WHO’S WALKED THE WALK

rowing up in South Africa as a
young batsman I had many
idols to look up to. Jacques
Kallis and Daryll Cullinan were
a couple who caught my eye for
sheer class and pure batting beauty, but
the one that stood out, with the qualities I
most admired, was the diminutive lefthander Gary Kirsten.
I first met Gary initially through my
relationship with The London County
Cricket Club had the privilege of working
with him over that off-seasons in Cape
Town. He was the type of guy who
preferred the hard work and fight of the
game rather than any glamour. Never
someone who wanted the spotlight, Gary
got to work and got the job done. His
coaching success has been no different.
Not best known for audacious strokeplay, his ability to score runs when it
mattered was what stood out. It’s been
almost six years since Gary played the
last of his 100 Tests, but if you thought
retiring from his playing days was the last
you’d see of him on a cricket field then
you were very wrong.
Many will know him as the coach who
recently left India to join South Africa. His
record with India was sublime, winning a
World Cup and getting them to the world’s
No.1 Test ranking. Knowing him as a
regular bloke, who has spent tireless offseason hours throwing balls to me in
Cape Town, it’s fantastic to see him doing
so well. Before he got the Indian job he’d
take me to the nets. He’d arrive in an old
pair of shorts and T-shirt and spend the
best part of three hours busting a gut as
he worked me over, stopping only to give
me a little advice or to ask how I was
getting on.
It’s rare in modern sport to come across
someone so down-to-earth, so at ease with
himself and so devoid of ego. If you asked,
I bet you he’d walk your dog if you were
away, and this says more about him than
his many on-field achievements.
So, on another rainy day in Taunton, I
took Gary for a hot chocolate after South
Africa’s morning training session. I was
intrigued, as I hadn’t seen him for a while,
wondering how he’d found coaching India
and then South Africa.
“I hadn’t spent a day as a team coach
before and here I was as the new Indian
coach,” he said with a smile that invites
you to find out more.
“Compo, what do you tell a changing
room filled with the likes of Tendulkar,
Dravid, Dhoni and Laxman? Who was I to
walk into this place, sit down and present
my vision for Indian cricket?
“So when I arrived at my first team
meeting, with PowerPoint presentation all
neatly done and well rehearsed, it
dawned this wasn’t the way to go. I
realised that instead of trying to imprint
some sort of value structure on a country
and people I hardly knew, I had to find out
more about these guys and listen. What
was their vision, how do they work, where
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did they see Indian cricket going?
“I’ve always felt that unless I’ve had
anything to say that can add then the less
said the better’. There’s nothing worse for
a player to be fed useless information.”
Chatting to Gary about his coaching
was illuminating and refreshing. It takes
something for a coach to stand back and
just observe. These days some coaches
feel pressurised to justify their roles and
don’t have the ability to just stand back.
I asked Gary how he felt when he was
playing cricket. “I hated being spoken to
after I had just gotten out or had lost a
game,” he said. “I remembered that well,
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so when I coach I try and avoid team
chats after a day’s play. The players are
emotional and the last thing you want to
do is talk about what went wrong. I let
players cool off for a couple of days
before we reviewed the cricket, but most
importantly to look at what we are going
to do for the next game.”

It’s no wonder that Gary quickly earned
the respect of Indian cricket. He has a
genuine emotional connection and
empathy for his team-mates.
Gary said it was only on three
occasions that he ever spoke tough
during a game. “I closed the doors so that
it was just me and the 11 players and I had
a full go. I told them I didn’t mind if they
dropped a catch or bowled a bad ball. It
was the fact that they were not giving 100
per cent of themselves and for the people
who come in their thousands to watch.
After I just left and shut the door.”
He also made sure he was the first one
to practice and the last to leave. “I did that
for three years. I must have thrown a 1,000
balls a week to their top seven batters.”
Going back to Gary’s playing days I
asked him for a highlight. “My best
innings was against England in 2003 at
Headingley. We were 30-4 and I was
batting at three. I can remember being
17no at lunch having batted for a whole
session. I had no idea where my next run
was coming from.
“Flintoff and Anderson were whizzing it
past my nose, but I didn’t fight it, I just
decided to hang around. We were 80-7
and I must have been on about 40no, in
comes Monde Zondeki and what I needed
was him to just stay with me. After tea
Anderson bowled me a short ball and, for
no reason, I pulled it for 4 in front of
square, the next one went for 4 and I got
70 runs in the session and we got to 250

and won the Test match.”
It’s liberating listening to Gary, who
scored over 7,000 Test runs, talk about it
being tough, and hard work: “Once you’re
out there you have to use whatever you
have on the day and make it work. As long
as I feel I’m contributing and moving this
group forward then I’ll give everything to
them.”
Instead of spending time in the nets in
South Africa, Gary chose to take the squad
to the Swiss Alps for three days of teambuilding with explorer Mike Horn, one of
the first men to reach the South Pole
unassisted. “The impossible exists only
until we find a way to make it possible,” is
a famous Horn quote and Gary was keen
to impose this message.
Gary said that Horn had asked him how
he was doing at one point as they
traversed one of the mountains. “Not great
… so he said, ‘forget the tired legs, just
focus on the next step’. And that’s what I
did.” I also asked him how he (Mike) was
feeling, he also said a bit tired (to my
surprise) but then told me to take a look in
his backpack...I found 30kg in there!”
With Gary at the helm South African
cricket is in safe hands. He’s walked the
walk, talked the talk. He’s a serious man,
but he’s just like one of us. And though he
has already reached more summits than
the ordinary bloke, he still believes he has
more mountains to climb. It should be a
cracking end to the series that will decide
who reaches that summit first.
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CAPTAIN
KHUSHALI
IS MAKING
SOME MORE
HISTORY
By Steve Moore
KHUSHALI PATEL, the
first female captain in
the BACD County
Championship, became
the first woman to lead a
side into the knockout
stages as Hertfordshire
reached the semi-finals
for the first time in their
history.
Facing a home clash
with Hampshire,
Hertfordshire knew that
three bonus points would
be enough to see them
reach the semis even if
they were to lose the
match.
But when Dominic
Hopkins bowled the
dangerous Jamie Petch,
they had Hampshire
three down cheaply and
a win looked on the
cards.
Rain then intervened
twice, the second time
with the score 71-4 off 18
overs and this serious
delay reduced the game
to 22 overs.
Alex Moralee almost
added two wickets with
two balls that would have
brought that vital third
bonus point, but dropped
the chance off his own
bowling.
It was not to matter,
though, as the rain came
down during the change
of innings and ended the
match. The draw took
Hertfordshire into a
semi-final clash against
reigning champions
Lancashire at
Kidderminster CC and
they know they will have
to defy the formbook.
Also at Kidderminster
is the Hardball
competition semi-final
between Surrey, who
clinched the South
division with a win over
Essex, and Yorkshire,
who will be thankful that
their roses rivals
Lancashire allowed
Cheshire to pick up only
six bonus points against
them. Yorkshire scraped
through by just one
point.
Meanwhile in
Leamington, Somerset,
who came top of
Hertfordshire’s group,
will take on Derbyshire
in the Incrediball semifinal and Lancashire will
take on Hampshire in
the Hardball semi-final,
where Lancashire are
also reigning
champions.
All four semis are due
to take place on Sunday.

